
Bachelor's degree +
dental school to earn
a doctorate

Bachelor's degree + dental
school degree + 2-3 years of
orthodontic training

Generalist in dental
and oral health 

Specialist who diagnoses,
prevents, and treats teeth
and jaw irregularities

Diagnoses and treats
diseases affecting
teeth and gums 

Specializes in aligning teeth
and jaws  

Treats a broad range
of dental issues 

Specialist in straightening
teeth with braces and
aligners 

Collaboration between dentists and orthodontists leads to optimal dental
esthetics and oral health. 

Many general dentists choose orthodontists to treat their own children for
braces, highlighting the value of specialized orthodontic care. 
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